Di8cu8sio'n.-Mr. J. MINTON: The four cases of retinitis pigmentosa demonstrate that pigmentary changes are only of secondary importance in the clinical picture of retinitis pigmentosa. Advanced neuro-epithelial degeneration with marked loss of fields may exist with very little pigmentary disturbance. Nettleship looked upon cases of retinitis pigmentosa sine pigmento, as early cases which eventually developed more pigmentary disturbance, but in the light of Treacher Collins's views that retinitis pigmentosa is due to a neuro-epithelial degeneration of the retina, one may regard these cases with little pigment as advanced ones and not departing from normal clinical pictures. Verhoeffs report, in 1931, on a histological examination of a case of retinitis pigmentosa adds great weight to the evidence in favour of the abiotrophy theory so brilliantly put forward by Treacher Collins in 1919. Verhoeffs case showed no changes in the chorio-capillaris but showed extensive degeneration of the layer of rods and cones, and a great proliferation of the neuroglial connective tissue. The retinal arteries also showed no endarteritis; the narrowing of the lumen was due to compression by an increased amount of connective tissue in the outer coats of the vessels. Recent work by
Zondek and others may throw some more light on the 8etiology of retinitis pigmentosa.
Zondek is of opinion that all cases of retinitis pigmentosa show, on careful investigation, Discussion.-Mr. ARNOLD SORSBY said that these cases were interesting as completing the varieties of choroidal sclerosis showing a familial incidence. Last year he showed familial cases of generalized choroidal sclerosis and also of the so-called central senile areolar atrophy.
One of the two sisters with peripapillary choroidal sclerosis involving the macula had been seen ten years before, at a time when sclerosis could not be diagnosed, and at that time the condition was thought to be central choroiditis. The family history of these sisters was interesting. The father had died, aged 49, from "fatty heart ", the mother, aged 64,
